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IInn  VViirrggiinniiaa..  ..  ..    
  

 Virginia's Success in Utilizing Educational Technology… 
… to increase student achievement was highlighted in a January 12, 2005 report from the U.S. 
Department of Education (USDOE).  The report, “Toward a New Golden Age in American 
Education: How the Internet, the Law and Today's Students are Revolutionizing Expectations,”  
focused on the increasing use of educational technology, technology partnerships between 
teachers and students, and greater accountability in the nation's public schools.  Improved 
utilization of technology is expected to improve the access of all students, including students 
with disabilities, to instructional, remedial and testing resources and to improve data collection 
and analysis needed for oversight of instructional services. 
 
Virginia was praised in the USDOE report for pioneering online testing and improving instruction 
through the Web-based Standards of Learning (SOL) Technology Initiative.  The article noted 
that, beginning in 2000, Virginia students have taken more than 400,000 SOL tests online, 
including 47,000 tests taken online during the course of a single day in the spring of 2004.  All of 
the Commonwealth's high schools and 40 percent of Virginia's middle schools now meet the 
initiative's objectives for educational technology.  (Source: VDOE Press Release) 
 

 Rebuilding and Downsizing Facilities …. 
… has been proposed by the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and 
Substance Abuse Services (DMHMRSAS) as part of the agency’s ongoing restructuring plan.  
The latest announcement includes the replacement of Amherst County’s largest employer, 
Central Virginia Training Center (CVTC), with a smaller, updated facility, according to an article 
in the Lynchburg press.  A fixture in Amherst County since 1911, CVTC currently has about 560 
patients and 1,500 to 1,800 employees.  Several of the training facility’s 97 buildings on the 350-
acre campus need repairs which, according to DMHMRSAS staff, would be less expensive to 
replace than renovate.  The CVTC is the largest of five state facilities serving patients with mental 
retardation.    
 
The proposal by DMHMRSAS includes a new $136 million facility. If approved, construction would 
begin around 2008 or later.  Another $1.5 million would be spent in construction planning costs.  
If the plan is approved by the General Assembly in 2006, there would be fewer patients and 
employees at the center.   The initiative is consistent with Virginia’s Olmstead Report which, to 
comply with the Supreme Court’s Olmstead Decision, recommended closure of the state’s 
facilities and replacing Virginia’s long-standing emphasis on institutional care for persons with 
disabilities with a consumer-driven model of care in which people are served in the communities 
of their choice.   
  

 DOLPHIN System Contains Information… 
…On Assisted Living Facilities and Adult Day Care Centers in Virginia.  The public Department of 
Social Services website, http://www.dss.state.va.us/index.html, has links that allow users to select 
information about Assisted Living Facilities and Adult Day Care Centers.  The data contains 
information about who to contact at the facility/provider, the license type, the expiration date, 
capacity and other critical data about the provider.  (Source: DSS Web Site) 
 
 
 



IInn  tthhee  NNaattiioonn..  ..  ..  
  

  IIDDEEAA  ((HH..RR..  11335500))  AApppprroovveedd  bbyy  HHoouussee  wwiitthh  BBiippaarrttiissaann  SSuuppppoorrtt……  
……  oonn  NNoovveemmbbeerr  1177,,  22000044,,  aanndd  ssiiggnneedd  iinnttoo  llaaww  bbyy  PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBuusshh  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  33rrdd..    TThhee  nneeww  llaaww  iiss  bbaasseedd  
oonn  lleeggiissllaattiioonn  ----  aauutthhoorreedd  bbyy  HHoouussee  EEdduuccaattiioonn  RReeffoorrmm  SSuubbccoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrmmaann  MMiikkee  CCaassttllee  ((RR--DDEE))----  tthhaatt  
ppaasssseedd  tthhee  HHoouussee  iinn  22000033  wwiitthh  bbiippaarrttiissaann  ssuuppppoorrtt..    AAfftteerr  aa  yyeeaarr  ooff  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  ppuubblliicc  ffoorruummss  oonn  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  
IIDDEEAA  iinn  22000011  aanndd  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  wwoorrkk  iinn  HHoouussee  aanndd  SSeennaattee  ccoommmmiitttteeeess,,  tthhee  ffiinnaall,,  ccoommpprroommiissee  
bbiillll  iinncclluuddeess  rreeffoorrmmss  rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  iinn  22000022  bbyy  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  ssppeecciiaall  eedduuccaattiioonn  ccoommmmiissssiioonn  aass  wweellll  aass  
kkeeyy  eelleemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  IIDDEEAA  rreeaauutthhoorriizzaattiioonn  bbiillll  ppaasssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSeennaattee  iinn  22000044..  
  
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  pprreessss  rreelleeaasseedd  iissssuueedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  oonn  EEdduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  WWoorrkkffoorrccee  ((1122//33//22000044)),,  tthhee  
rreeaauutthhoorriizzeedd  IIDDEEAA  ccoonnttaaiinnss  pprroovviissiioonnss  tthhaatt  aaddddrreessss  iissssuueess  ooff  sscchhooooll  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  ddiisscciipplliinnee;;  ggiivveess  llooccaall  
sscchhoooollss  mmoorree  fflleexxiibbiilliittyy  iinn  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn;;  rreedduucceess  tthhee  ppaappeerrwwoorrkk  bbuurrddeenn  oonn  tteeaacchheerrss;;  aanndd  eexxppaannddss  
cchhooiicceess  aanndd  ggiivveess  ppaarreennttss  mmoorree  ccoonnttrrooll  oovveerr  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  eedduuccaattiioonn..    HH..RR..  11335500  wwiillll  eennssuurree  ssttaatteess  aalliiggnn  
tthheeiirr  aaccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  ssyysstteemmss  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess  ttoo  tthhee  NNoo  CChhiilldd  LLeefftt  BBeehhiinndd  ((NNCCLLBB))  aaccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  
ssyysstteemm..    
  
TThhee  CCoouunncciill  ffoorr  EExxcceeppttiioonnaall  CChhiillddrreenn  ((CCEECC)),,  aa  nnoonnpprrooffiitt  aaddvvooccaaccyy  ggrroouupp  tthhaatt  sseeeekkss  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  wwoorrkkiinngg  
ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ffoorr  aallll  ssppeecciiaall  eedduuccaattoorrss  aanndd  ffoorr  iimmpprroovveedd  rreessuullttss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  yyoouutthh  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess  aanndd  
tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess,,  bbeeggaann  pprroovviiddiinngg  aannaallyyssiiss  ooff  tthhee  IIDDEEAA  ttoo  iittss  ccoonnssttiittuueennccyy  ggrroouuppss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  bbiillll’’ss  ffiinnaall  
ppaassssaaggee..    IInn  aa  rreeppoorrtt  rreelleeaasseedd  iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr,,  22000044,,  eennttiittlleedd,,  ““TThhee  NNeeww  IIDDEEAA,,””    CCEECC  eexxpprreesssseedd  ccoonncceerrnnss  
aabboouutt  tthhee  rreeaauutthhoorriizzeedd  bbiillll  iinn  sseevveerraall  aarreeaass  iinncclluuddiinngg  bbuutt  nnoott  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo::  11))  ppoossssiibbllee  nneeggaattiivvee  uunniinntteennddeedd  
ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  rreeggaarrddiinngg  eennhhaanncceemmeennttss  ttoo  ssppeecciiaall  eedduuccaattoorr  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss;;  22))  llaacckk  ooff  ““ffuullll  
ffuunnddiinngg””  ----  pprroommiisseedd  ffoorr  IIDDEEAA  ----  aanndd  nneevveerr  ffuullffiilllleedd;;  33))  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  aaddvvooccaaccyy  rreeggaarrddiinngg  
ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  iinnddiiccaattoorrss  rreellaattiinngg  ttoo  ddrrooppoouutt  rraatteess,,  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rraatteess,,  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ooff  aaddeeqquuaattee  yyeeaarrllyy  
pprrooggrreessss  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess;;  44))  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ssuussttaaiinneedd  vviiggiillaannccee  bbyy  aaddvvooccaatteess  tthhaatt  LLEEAAss  ddoo  nnoott  
rreedduuccee  lleevveellss  ooff  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  iiff  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aaccttiioonn  ttaakkeenn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  bbyy  tthhee  SSEEAA  uunnddeerr  SSeeccttiioonn  661166  ooff  
IIDDEEAA;;  55))  IIEEPP  ccoonntteenntt  aanndd  IIEEPP  TTeeaamm  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  aatttteennddaannccee;;  aanndd  66))  pprroovviissiioonnss  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  ssttuuddeenntt  
ddiisscciipplliinnee..    TThhee  CCEECC  iinntteennddss  ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  aaddvvooccaatteess  aanndd  ffeeddeerraall  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  dduurriinngg  tthhee  rreegguullaattiioonnss  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  pphhaassee  tthhee  nneeww  IIDDEEAA  lleeggiissllaattiioonn  ttoo  iirroonn  oouutt  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  pprroobblleemmss..  ((SSoouurrccee;;  CCoouunncciill  ffoorr  
EExxcceeppttiioonnaall  CChhiillddrreenn))  

  

 The U.S. Department of Education… 
… published a notice on December 29, 2004  in the Federal Register soliciting comments and 
recommendations for regulations for the new IDEA law. The notice states that all comments and 
recommendations for regulations need to be sent into the department no later than February 28, 2005.  
Comments on IDEA regulations can be submitted at www.regulations.gov or emailed to 
comments@ed.gov. The Department of Education will be holding informal meetings in six cities in early 
2005 to gain input from the public on IDEA regulations.  

 

 Congressman Strickland Introduces New Legislation Concerning Test  
Scores and Students with Disabilities… 

…  in the Comprehensive Learning Assessment for Schools (CLASS) Act  which he has proposed to 
address problems with the testing mandates contained in the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.  Among 
other changes, the legislation will also allow student scores on retests to count toward data reporting, 
and allow students with disabilities whose instructional level is at least three years behind grade level to 
be tested at an appropriate level rather than forcing them to take grade-level assessments.  “It’s not fair 
to severely disabled students to insist that they be evaluated using the same grade-level tests as other 
students,” noted Strickland. “My legislation will treat these students with the respect they deserve and 
allow them to grow and learn at a rate that is appropriate for their abilities.”  Congressman Strickland also 
noted,   “The No Child Left Behind Act forces unfair and inappropriate decisions about our schools based 
on a single test score,” said Strickland. “My bill will change that.” 
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