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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Allison Coles-Johnson
Alexandra Dixon
Molly Korte 
Eric Mann
Robert Matuszak 
Vasantha Rayman
Ed Turner 
Frederique Vincent 
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BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Diana Banks 
Jocelyn Kilgore 
Madeline Nunnally

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Lorraine Blackwell
Penni Sweetenburg-Lee
Megan Weems 

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair, Mr. Eric Mann, called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05 a.m.
Mr. Mann informed members that December committee meeting minutes were available for review, but minutes would not be approved until the June Board meeting.

Executive Committee (EC) Update: The Chair gave an overview of the information covered in the Executive Committee meeting and explained the shortened agenda for today’s meeting, based on the time needed to complete the final Cultural and Linguistic Competence training and discussion on the Full Board meeting agenda.
TRAINING PROGRAMS UPDATE: Dr. Penni Sweetenburg-Lee, Director of Training and Alumni Development Programs gave a brief report on the Training Programs department updates. Ms. Ronita Wilson, Alumni Development Program Coordinator, has submitted her formal resignation and her last day with the agency will be March 15, 2022. 

Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee discussed the success of the most recent Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) discussions presented by the Training Alumni Association (TAA). The event was highly attended (virtually) and was focused on the topic of DEI and Justice with the Intersectionality of Mental Health. Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee gave an update on the ongoing Partners in Policymaking (PIP) program sessions. The 2022 class have all submitted and presented their final projects which included advocacy testimonies. The PIP 2022 Baccalaureate and Graduation events will be held April 1-2, 2022. Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee emphasized the dynamic keynote speakers at this year’s events and that there will be 20 Partners graduating from the program. 

Additionally, Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee gave note of upcoming Training Programs events, which include, the 2022 Train the Trainer event. This workshop is designed by self-advocates to develop training skills, and helps build the network of future volunteer trainers for the VBPD Training Programs, Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) and PIP. The event will be held virtually on April 30, 2022 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The Chair asked if there were any specific recruiting/promotional needs that the committee members could help or assist. Discussion ensued.

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT: Ms. Lorraine Blackwell, Director of Communications, gave a brief report of the activities of the Communications Department from the last quarter. Updates included the ongoing efforts toward a website redesign, the Black History Month (February) and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month (March) social media campaigns, and support of the Training Programs marketing and design materials. Ms. Blackwell discussed her conversations with various Board members who volunteered feedback on the website design and function, along with the overlap of ongoing annual projects, including the 2021 PPR Highlights which has been published. Ms. Megan Weems, Communications Assistant, gave a brief report on the current status of the social media content and the impact of the sharing education, training and information across the Board’s social media platforms. Due to time Ms. Blackwell concluded her report.

Other Business: The Chair called for any other business or comments.
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ADJOURNMENT: Due to committee meeting time constraints, the Chair was unable to officially adjourn the meeting. The meeting ended at 10 a.m., after which committee members were returned to the main Zoom meeting room. 


