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Committee Members Present:		
Dennis Lites
Donna Lockwood
Cindy Rudy
Theresa Simonds
Brandon Cassady
Thomas Leach
Richard Kriner
Chandra Robinson
Emmetri Beane
Lindsay Pearse

Committee Members Absent:		
Frank Carrillo
Olivia Price
Ray Hopkins

VBPD Staff Present:
Jason Withers

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Chair, Ms. Chandra Robinson, called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. Following the call to order, the Chair reviewed the agenda.

REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Robinson advised committee members to review the December 2021 meeting minutes and that they would be approved at the Board’s June 2022 meeting. 
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS EXPENDITURES/MONITORING:
Mr. Withers, Grants and Contracts Manager, provided updates on recent activities and expenditures regarding eight grant projects:

1. Database Management grant with the disAbility Law Center of Virginia

2. Providing a Link for Survivors (PALS) grant with Brain Injury Services of SWVA

3. Assistive Technology grant with Children’s Assistive Technology Service (CATS)

4. Ability First grant with James Madison University

5. Training on Inclusion, Diversity and Equity (TIDE) grant with Virginia Commonwealth University

6. Strengthening Self-Advocacy in Virginia grant with The Arc of Virginia

7. Virginia Assessment of Access to Information grant with Management Support Solutions

8. Vaccine Access grant with the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia

Following review, Ms. Emmetri Beane inquired about the previous grant project with Radford University on inclusive education, due to previous delays due to COVID-19. Mr. Withers stated that while there has been some improvement, the involved school systems have continued to experience some challenges. He further stated that staff to the Board approved the grantee to use remaining funds to purchase books that would be utilized by school officials to continue professional development and training for school coaches. Mr. Withers further stated that some of the grant outcomes will not be achieved until the post-grant reporting period. 

Ms. Cindy Rudy inquired about the assistive technology grant with Emory and Henry College. Mr. Withers advised there was some concern with this grant project, as the grantee informed the Board recently that they have not yet received requests from the involved CSBs for assistive equipment. He further advised that staff have reached out to the grantee to inquire if assistance was needed and were advised not at this time, as they would follow up with each CSB location. Ms. Rudy suggested that school divisions in the area be approached about the availability of assistive technology so that there is more interest. Further discussion ensued. 

UPDATE ON VACCINE ACCESS GRANT PROJECT:
Mr. Withers provided an update to committee members on the vaccine access grant project with the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia. He stated that since the project began in November, 2021, the grantee:

1. Reached over 8,000 individuals through social media and other avenues, providing them information about the importance of receiving the COVID-19 vaccine/booster.
2. Assisted 17 individuals with registering for a pop-up vaccination event.
3. Held one pop-up vaccination event in December, where two individuals with disabilities, three parents/guardians and four other individuals were vaccinated.
4. Been in contact with the state’s Protection & Advocacy organization (disAbility Law Center of Virginia) to disseminate information about this initiative.

Mr. Withers stated that next quarter, the grantee plans to hold additional pop-up vaccination events, including ones specifically targeting unvaccinated individuals with disabilities in refugee and immigrant communities in the Northern Virginia area.

UPDATE ON GRANT WITH THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING:
Mr. Withers advised that since the December 2021 Board meeting, staff have had additional conversations with the grantee and their contractual partners, and determined that due to ongoing concerns with COVID and the Delta Variant, it would be best to further postpone the start of the VDDHH project by an additional 12 months, until January 2023. He advised that the Board would be receiving an updated grant proposal from VDDHH for review and approval at the June 2022 meeting. Ms. Rudy inquired if staff to the Board had any concerns with the potential for unspent federal funds due to the continued delays with implementing the VDDHH grant project. Mr. Withers advised that execution of a new grant agreement would allow Council to begin spending from the next federal allotment so there were no concerns at this time with spending down the funds. 

WRAP UP AND FUTURE MEETING TOPICS:
Due to committee meeting time constraints, members were unable to discuss future meeting topics. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Due to committee meeting time constraints, the Chair was unable to officially adjourn the meeting. The meeting ended at 10 a.m., after which committee members were returned to the main Zoom meeting room. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

