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The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities held its regular quarterly meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 via Zoom meeting. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Emmetri Beane, Ann Bevan, Phil Caldwell, Brandon Cassady, Allison Coles-Johnson, Alexandra Dixon, Dennis Findley, Samantha Hollins, Florence Jones, Kyle Jones, Jocelyn Kilgore, Molly Korte, Sarah Kranz-Ciment, Richard Kriner, Thomas Leach, Dennis Lites, Donna Lockwood, Rachel Loria, Eric Mann, Robert Matuszak, Kate Olson, Deanna Parker, Dinora Parthy, Lindsay Pearse, Eric Raff, Vasantha Rayman, Chandra Robinson, Cindy Rudy, Theresa Simonds, Edmond Turner, Alexus Smith, Sarah Taylor, Edmond Turner, Frederique Vincent and Niki Zimmerman.  

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dianna Banks, Frank Carrillo, Ray Hopkins, Madeline Nunnally, Olivia Price and Alexus Smith.

CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Board Vice Chair, Alexandra Dixon, called the March 8, 2022, Board meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. The Vice Chair stated that she wants to acknowledge that we have a very serious and a very sad situation going on in Ukraine and asked Board members and staff to have a moment of silence for reflection, good wishes and prayers for the people of Ukraine. 

ROLL CALL/INTRODUCTIONS: The Vice Chair did a roll call/introduction for the Board members. Ms. Teri Morgan, Executive Director, welcomed everyone to the meeting and did a roll call/introduction for the Board Staff. The Vice Chair gave instructions for the protocols for the Zoom Board meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 8, 2022 MINUTES: The Vice Chair stated that the December 8, 2021 Full Board meeting minutes will be approved at the June 8, 2022 Board meeting. The Board members were instructed to send any comments they have regarding the December 8, 2021 minutes to Tara Bethea.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There was no public comment.

APPOINTMENT OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE:  The Vice Chair, stated that we need three Board members to volunteer for the Nomination Committee. Brandon Cassady, Thomas Leach and Richard Kriner volunteered to act as the Nomination Committee. 

DSAGR EVENT UPDATE: The Vice Chair stated that the Board has three Board members who participated in the Down Syndrome Association of Greater Richmond (DSAGR) virtual conference. The Vice Chair stated that the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities provided the DSAGR with funding for the conference. Emmetri Beane, Frederique Vincent and Rachel Loria was given three complimentary tickets to attend the conference. Frederique Vincent and Rachel Loria gave a brief update on their experience from the conference and Emmetri Beane gave her comments during the Investment Committee meeting. Frederique Vincent inquired if she could circulate the conference presentations to the Board. Mr. Jason Withers stated that he will contact the DSAGR and ask them if they could share the presentations and that he will provide them to the Board.  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Clare Huerta, Deputy Director, provided an informational Legislative Session Overview of the 2022 General Assembly session. Ms. Huerta briefly discussed Board supported and unsupported bills, public testimony in committee hearings, correspondence to members of specific legislative committees and to individual senators and delegates. Ms. Huerta gave brief highlights pertaining to the budget, DD Waivers, education and a bill that has some culture and linguistic competence implications. Ms. Clare Huerta and Ms. Teri Morgan answered questions. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

ADVOCACY AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT: Mr. Eric Mann, the Committee Chair, made the following report.
The Committee Chair noted that the committee discussed personnel updates. Mr. Mann stated that Dr. Penni Sweetenburg Lee has two new staff members, Jasmine Gray and Carnell Lewis. The Chair stated the Ronita Wilson will be retiring in mid-March and stated that they will be sending out information for Ronita’s retirement virtual celebration. 
TRAINING ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (TAA) PROGRAM QUARTERLY REPORT: The Chair stated that two of three DEI sessions have been completed and has had the highest registration to date. The Chair stated that the next session on April 22, 2022 will be focused on the second part of the mental health discussions. 

PARTNERS IN POLICYMAKING (PIP) PROGRAM QUARTERLY REPORT: The Chair stated that PIP conducted its sixth session in March. The Chair stated that the next time the group will meet will be on April 1 and the graduation will be on April 2 from 10 a.m. until noon. The Chair noted that staff will send out invitations for the graduation and that it will be a virtual event. The Chair stated that they would love to have everyone attend and celebrate the 20 Class of 2022 PIP graduates. 

TRAIN THE TRAINER REPORT:  The Chair stated that the Train the Trainer session for self-advocates will be held on April 30, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Chair stated that the target is around 50 trainees for this session. The Chair stated that Board staff asked the Board to recommend at least one self-advocate that they would like to participate in the Train the Trainer program.  


COMMUNICATIONS REPORT: The Chair stated that the website has been updated and that hopefully everyone has seen it and stated that there is a lot of great information on the website. The Chair asked that Board members stay involved and stay connected. The Chair noted that if you are interested in getting involved with the communications outreach to reach out to Lorraine and Megan to learn more.
Ms. Morgan stated that for clarification the website has not been updated yet so if you go on there now, you will not see much new. Ms. Morgan stated that Board members have provided a lot of input regarding the website redesign. 
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE:

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Committee Chair, Ms. Chandra Robinson, made the following report. 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS EXPENDITURES/MONITORING: The Committee Chair stated that they discussed several grants but there were no action items. 

Mr. Jason Withers, Grants, Contract and Program Information Manager, stated that no actions were needed on the grants and noted that just informational updates were provided. Mr. Withers provided a brief update on the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia’s Vaccine Access Grant and gave an update regarding an additional 12-month delay of the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing grant which will now start in January 2023. Mr. Withers stated that the Board will be reviewing a revised proposal from that grantee at the Board meeting in June. 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Mr. Phil Caldwell, Committee Chair, made the following report.  

The Committee Chair welcomed new Board member Kyle Jones who was able to join them today. The Chair stated that they had updates from Clare and Linh regarding the policy work they have been doing in the last quarter, as well as Project Living Well. The Chair stated that they had a brief discussion regarding future PAC topics and that they are going to try to bring some people in to discuss these topics with the PAC, including the mental health needs of people with ID/DD. The Chair stated that they are also going to try to see if they can get DMAS to talk about some of the new initiatives they have been bringing on for Medicaid recipients. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Alexandra Dixon, the EC Vice Chair, gave an Executive Committee meeting update. The Vice Chair stated that Ms. Morgan gave the Executive Director’s update. The Chair stated that it has been a very busy time for the Board, especially with the General Assembly being in session. The Vice Chair stated that one Board member has recently resigned and the vacant slot will be filled as soon as somebody can be identified. The Vice Chair stated that Mr. Henry Street gave an update on our fiscal reports and noted that we are in good financial shape. 

CULTURAL & LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE with DR. VIVIAN JACKSON & MARISA BROWN: Dr. Vivian Jackson and Marisa Brown gave a presentation on the application of Cultural and Linguistic Competence. Dr. Jackson gave a brief overview of the VBPD mission, five-year state plan, languages, cultural competence, equality versus equity and disparities.

Marisa Brown gave an overview of availability, awareness, accessibility and affordability, quality and utilization.

The Board Committee Chairs gave a brief overview of their committees and shared some of their own reflection on what they see as possibilities for their committees. 

Board members and staff went into several break out rooms to discuss current activities related to diversity, inclusion, equity and to list strategies that will enrich the cultural and linguistic competence of the Board and Committees. Each group reported out their list of strategies and recommendations. 

QUESTIONS REGARDING AGENCY UPDATES & OTHER BUSINESS: There were no agency update questions. 

Ms. Morgan informed Board members that staff will be sending an e-mail to the Board asking for volunteers to participate in an ad hoc committee to review the recommendations for this year's assessments. Ms. Morgan stated that this will probably be an all-day meeting in May.  

Dr. Penni Sweetenburg-Lee stated that she would like to invite the entire Board to the PIP Baccalaureate program, which will be held on April 1 from 5 p.m. to 7mp.m. The speaker will be Dr. Roscoe Cooper III with the Henrico County School Board. Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee stated that the graduation ceremony will take place on April 2, 2022 from 10 a.m. to noon.  

Ms. Morgan asked Board members to keep their eye out for the March e-Digest, which includes a Board member survey regarding the e-Digest. Board staff are interested in Board member feedback. 

ADJOURNMENT: The Vice Chair called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Thomas Leach made a MOTION to adjourn the Board meeting. Sarah Jones seconded the MOTION. The meeting adjourned at 2:48 p.m. 

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2022

Committee Members Present:		Alexandra Dixon, Vice Chair
Phil Caldwell
						Eric Mann
Chandra Robinson 
						Ed Turner

Committee Members Absent:		Jocelyn Kilgore
Molly Korte
						Sarah Krantz-Ciment
Alexus Smith, Chair


Guests:					Emmetri Beane
						Kyle Jones
						Vasantha Raymond
				

VBPD Staff Present:				Tara Bethea
						Lorraine Blackwell
						Nia Harrison
						Clare Huerta
						Teri Morgan
Linh Nguyen
Henry Street
Penni Sweetenburg-Lee
Megan Weems
Jason Withers


CALL TO ORDER:  The Vice Chair, Alexandra Dixon, called the meeting to order at 9 a.m.

OPENING REMARKS:  The Vice Chair greeted and welcomed Board members and staff. 
 
REVIEW OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA:  The Vice Chair reviewed the Executive Committee Meeting agenda items and did introductions. 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 8, 2021, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES: The Vice Chair stated that the December 8, 2021 Board meeting minutes will be approved at the June 8, 2022 Board meeting. Executive Committee members were instructed to send any comments they have regarding the December 8, 2021 minutes to Tara Bethea.

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE:  Mr. Henry Street, Director of Administration, noted the attendance tracking attachment.  Mr. Street stated that there are no attendance issues. Mr. Street stated that Dawn Missory resigned from the Board. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE AND QUESTIONS: Teri Morgan, Executive Director, gave a brief summary on the activities that had taken place in the last quarter. Ms. Morgan gave a report on key staff activities. including Special Initiatives (COVID 19)/Legislative and Policy Work, Agency Administration/Board Operations and Programs/Planning/Marketing & Communications. Ms. Morgan also reported on Grants and Contracts, Training Programs and Alumni Development, Conferences, Training Webinars and other events.

AGENCY FISCAL REPORTS:  Mr. Henry Street, Director of Administration, gave a brief summary on the board expenditures made from July 1, 2021 through to February 11, 2022. He reported that 56% of the funds remained, and we are doing a little better than normal with our spending for this time of the year. Mr. Street reported that our budget analyst, Ms. Rita Alston, indicates that we are in good shape. Mr. Street briefly discussed our Federal award balances. Mr. Street also noted that we have liquidated all of the funds from our 2020 grant award and that there were no funds to revert.
  
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment

ADJOURNMENT:  The Vice Chair thanked the Committee members. Ed Turner made a MOTION to adjourn the meeting. The MOTION was seconded by Eric Mann. The meeting adjourned at 9:18 a.m. 
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Investment Committee Meeting Minutes
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Committee Members Present:		
Dennis Lites
Donna Lockwood
Cindy Rudy
Theresa Simonds
Brandon Cassady
Thomas Leach
Richard Kriner
Chandra Robinson
Emmetri Beane
Lindsay Pearse

Committee Members Absent:		
Frank Carrillo
Olivia Price
Ray Hopkins

VBPD Staff Present:
Jason Withers

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Chair, Ms. Chandra Robinson, called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. Following the call to order, the Chair reviewed the agenda.

REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Robinson advised committee members to review the December 2021 meeting minutes and that they would be approved at the Board’s June 2022 meeting. 
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS EXPENDITURES/MONITORING:
Mr. Withers, Grants and Contracts Manager, provided updates on recent activities and expenditures regarding eight grant projects:

1. Database Management grant with the disAbility Law Center of Virginia

2. Providing a Link for Survivors (PALS) grant with Brain Injury Services of SWVA

3. Assistive Technology grant with Children’s Assistive Technology Service (CATS)

4. Ability First grant with James Madison University

5. Training on Inclusion, Diversity and Equity (TIDE) grant with Virginia Commonwealth University

6. Strengthening Self-Advocacy in Virginia grant with The Arc of Virginia

7. Virginia Assessment of Access to Information grant with Management Support Solutions

8. Vaccine Access grant with the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia

Following review, Ms. Emmetri Beane inquired about the previous grant project with Radford University on inclusive education, due to previous delays due to COVID-19. Mr. Withers stated that while there has been some improvement, the involved school systems have continued to experience some challenges. He further stated that staff to the Board approved the grantee to use remaining funds to purchase books that would be utilized by school officials to continue professional development and training for school coaches. Mr. Withers further stated that some of the grant outcomes will not be achieved until the post-grant reporting period. 

Ms. Cindy Rudy inquired about the assistive technology grant with Emory and Henry College. Mr. Withers advised there was some concern with this grant project, as the grantee informed the Board recently that they have not yet received requests from the involved CSBs for assistive equipment. He further advised that staff have reached out to the grantee to inquire if assistance was needed and were advised not at this time, as they would follow up with each CSB location. Ms. Rudy suggested that school divisions in the area be approached about the availability of assistive technology so that there is more interest. Further discussion ensued. 

UPDATE ON VACCINE ACCESS GRANT PROJECT:
Mr. Withers provided an update to committee members on the vaccine access grant project with the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia. He stated that since the project began in November, 2021, the grantee:

1. Reached over 8,000 individuals through social media and other avenues, providing them information about the importance of receiving the COVID-19 vaccine/booster.
2. Assisted 17 individuals with registering for a pop-up vaccination event.
3. Held one pop-up vaccination event in December, where two individuals with disabilities, three parents/guardians and four other individuals were vaccinated.
4. Been in contact with the state’s Protection & Advocacy organization (disAbility Law Center of Virginia) to disseminate information about this initiative.

Mr. Withers stated that next quarter, the grantee plans to hold additional pop-up vaccination events, including ones specifically targeting unvaccinated individuals with disabilities in refugee and immigrant communities in the Northern Virginia area.

UPDATE ON GRANT WITH THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING:
Mr. Withers advised that since the December 2021 Board meeting, staff have had additional conversations with the grantee and their contractual partners, and determined that due to ongoing concerns with COVID and the Delta Variant, it would be best to further postpone the start of the VDDHH project by an additional 12 months, until January 2023. He advised that the Board would be receiving an updated grant proposal from VDDHH for review and approval at the June 2022 meeting. Ms. Rudy inquired if staff to the Board had any concerns with the potential for unspent federal funds due to the continued delays with implementing the VDDHH grant project. Mr. Withers advised that execution of a new grant agreement would allow Council to begin spending from the next federal allotment so there were no concerns at this time with spending down the funds. 

WRAP UP AND FUTURE MEETING TOPICS:
Due to committee meeting time constraints, members were unable to discuss future meeting topics. 

ADJOURNMENT:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to committee meeting time constraints, the Chair was unable to officially adjourn the meeting. The meeting ended at 10 a.m., after which committee members were returned to the main Zoom meeting room. 

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2022

Committee Members Present:		Ann Bevan
Phil Caldwell
Sarah Kranz-Ciment
Parthy Dinora
Dennis Findley
Samantha Hollins
Florence L. Jones
Kyle Jones
Rachel Loria
Deanna Parker
Eric Raff
Sarah Graham Taylor 

Committee Members Absent:		N/A

VBPD Staff Present:				Nia Harrison
Clare Huerta
Linh Nguyen


CALL TO ORDER:
The Chair, Mr. Phil Caldwell, called the meeting to order at 9:36 a.m. Committee members introduced themselves. Mr. Caldwell informed members that December committee meeting minutes were available for review, but minutes would not be approved until the June Board meeting.

POLICY & WORKGROUP UPDATE:
Ms. Clare Huerta highlighted the Board’s involvement in the Supported Decision-Making workgroup led by the Department for Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS), which intends to educate individuals and families on the availability of supported decision-making (SDM) agreements. Because the workgroup wishes to capitalize on best practices, Ms. Huerta asked if committee members have recommendations for SDM agreement templates. Ms. Deanna Parker recommended use of a template created by Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). Ms. Rachel Loria stated that she would forward templates created by the Disability Law Center of Virginia (dLCV). Ms. Parker also recommended that the workgroup address the related home- and community-based requirements that have been getting lots of pushback from guardians.

Ms. Huerta also discussed the Board’s participation in the Language Access Initiative survey from the Governor’s Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI). ODEI did not adopt all of the Board’s recommendations, but Ms. Huerta expressed excitement for other recommendations that will address barriers for people who are deaf or hard of hearing, people who speak English as a second language, and other language barriers. 

2022 ASSESSMENT UPDATE:
Ms. Huerta described the current and upcoming efforts in developing policy assessments on the topics of Access to Information, School-to-Prison Pipeline, and Consumer-Directed Services. Ms. Huerta thanked Ms. Parthy Dinora and her team for their review and feedback of a survey that the Department of Medical Assistance Services will send out.

PROJECT LIVING WELL UPDATE:
Ms. Linh Nguyen gave a brief update on the status of trend reports, plain language comics, and videos.

DISCUSSION OF MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS FOR PEOPLE WITH ID/DD 
Ms. Florence Jones stated her concerns regarding the challenges of obtaining mental health services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, especially those who require home-based services and are non-verbal. She requested that the committee have a presentation on these challenges by Ms. Nancy Mercer from Inclusion Consultants, LLC.

Mr. Phil Caldwell opened discussion on the topic, and asked whether the other presenters mentioned in the last committee meeting could be secured. Ms. Ann Bevan said she could have a DMAS representative speak to the committee about their efforts to improve mental health services, as long as there is a specific topic of interest.

ADJOURNMENT:
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:57 a.m.


Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Allison Coles-Johnson
Alexandra Dixon
Molly Korte 
Eric Mann
Robert Matuszak 
Vasantha Rayman
Ed Turner 
Frederique Vincent 
Nikki Zimmerman 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Diana Banks 
Jocelyn Kilgore 
Madeline Nunnally

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Lorraine Blackwell
Penni Sweetenburg-Lee
Megan Weems 

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair, Mr. Eric Mann, called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05 a.m.
Mr. Mann informed members that December committee meeting minutes were available for review, but minutes would not be approved until the June Board meeting.

Executive Committee (EC) Update: The Chair gave an overview of the information covered in the Executive Committee meeting and explained the shortened agenda for today’s meeting, based on the time needed to complete the final Cultural and Linguistic Competence training and discussion on the Full Board meeting agenda.
TRAINING PROGRAMS UPDATE: Dr. Penni Sweetenburg-Lee, Director of Training and Alumni Development Programs gave a brief report on the Training Programs department updates. Ms. Ronita Wilson, Alumni Development Program Coordinator, has submitted her formal resignation and her last day with the agency will be March 15, 2022. 

Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee discussed the success of the most recent Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) discussions presented by the Training Alumni Association (TAA). The event was highly attended (virtually) and was focused on the topic of DEI and Justice with the Intersectionality of Mental Health. Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee gave an update on the ongoing Partners in Policymaking (PIP) program sessions. The 2022 class have all submitted and presented their final projects which included advocacy testimonies. The PIP 2022 Baccalaureate and Graduation events will be held April 1-2, 2022. Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee emphasized the dynamic keynote speakers at this year’s events and that there will be 20 Partners graduating from the program. 

Additionally, Dr. Sweetenburg-Lee gave note of upcoming Training Programs events, which include, the 2022 Train the Trainer event. This workshop is designed by self-advocates to develop training skills, and helps build the network of future volunteer trainers for the VBPD Training Programs, Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) and PIP. The event will be held virtually on April 30, 2022 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The Chair asked if there were any specific recruiting/promotional needs that the committee members could help or assist. Discussion ensued.

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT: Ms. Lorraine Blackwell, Director of Communications, gave a brief report of the activities of the Communications Department from the last quarter. Updates included the ongoing efforts toward a website redesign, the Black History Month (February) and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month (March) social media campaigns, and support of the Training Programs marketing and design materials. Ms. Blackwell discussed her conversations with various Board members who volunteered feedback on the website design and function, along with the overlap of ongoing annual projects, including the 2021 PPR Highlights which has been published. Ms. Megan Weems, Communications Assistant, gave a brief report on the current status of the social media content and the impact of the sharing education, training and information across the Board’s social media platforms. Due to time Ms. Blackwell concluded her report.

Other Business: The Chair called for any other business or comments.

ADJOURNMENT: Due to committee meeting time constraints, the Chair was unable to officially adjourn the meeting. The meeting ended at 10 a.m., after which committee members were returned to the main Zoom meeting room. 


