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Committee Members Present:		
Frank Carrillo
Dennis Lites
Donna Lockwood
Olivia Price
Cindy Rudy
Theresa Simonds
Brandon Cassady
Thomas Leach
Emmetri Beane

Committee Members Absent:		
Richard Kriner
Lindsay Pearse
Ray Hopkins
Chandra Robinson

VBPD Staff Present:
Jason Withers

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Vice Chair, Mr. Thomas Leach, called the meeting to order at 9:05 am. Following the call to order, the Vice Chair reviewed the Agenda.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Mr. Leach deferred to Mr. Jason Withers, Grants and Contracts Manager, to facilitate the remainder of the meeting. Mr. Withers asked if there were any changes to the September 2021 Meeting minutes. Hearing none, Mr. Leach made a MOTION to APPROVE the minutes. The MOTION was SECONDED by Mr. Frank Carrillo. The MOTION carried.
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS EXPENDITURES/MONITORING:
Mr. Withers provided updates on recent activities and expenditures regarding 8 grant projects:

1. Building Inclusive School Communities project with Radford University.

2. Ensuring Accessibility to All Survivors project with VCU

3. Database Management grant with the disAbility Law Center of Virginia

4. Providing a Link for Survivors (PALS) grant with Brain Injury Services of SWVA

5. Assistive Technology grant with Children’s Assistive Technology Service (CATS)

6. Ability First grant with James Madison University

7. Training on Inclusion, Diversity and Equity (TIDE) grant with Virginia Commonwealth University

8. Strengthening Self-Advocacy in Virginia grant with The Arc of Virginia

Mr. Withers advised the committee members that he would like to begin inviting grantees to either come to the Board in the future or provide updates on their respective grant projects in a virtual format. Ms. Cindy Rudy liked the idea of grantees providing a virtual presentation to the committee and/or Board. Ms. Donna Lockwood also added that some individuals may be visual learners and she would appreciate seeing a PowerPoint or similar type presentation. 

Ms. Emmetri Beane added that she wanted to ensure that members were hearing about qualitative in addition to quantitative outcomes from the Board’s investments. Mr. Withers stated that many of the Federal government’s required performance measures are quantitative in nature, but added that we do hold the grantees accountable for achieving outcomes from their project work plan. Mr. Frank Carrillo inquired if there were any instances of the federal government auditing a grantee directly to ensure compliance with terms/conditions. Mr. Withers stated he was not aware of any such instances. He also added that the agency is included in the state’s audit. Further discussion ensued regarding grant projects. Following discussion of the Ensuring Accessibility to All Survivors project with VCU, Ms. Lockwood requested to receive the links to the Survivors Resource videos that were developed. Mr. Withers advised he would send the links to all committee members following the Board meeting.

Following discussion of the Board’s database management grant with the dLCV, Ms. Beane stated she was interested in seeing trend reports on data received from the grant. Mr. Withers stated that we would likely receive data in summary format and not the actual reports themselves, as some data may be confidential. Mr. Carrillo agreed that some data will likely be redacted from reports we receive.

Mr. Withers discussed how some of the grant projects were disrupted due to COVID-19. Mr. Dennis Lites stated that it would helpful for the Board to implement an alternative plan for administering grants during the pandemic. 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 VACCINE ACCESS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP):
Mr. Withers informed committee members that staff to the Board convened a Grant Review Team on October 5, 2021 to review 1 application received from the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia, in response to the solicited RFP. Following extensive review, staff to the Board elected to award funding to the ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia. Mr. Withers discussed the goal of the project as well as the anticipated project activities that would be occurring. Further discussion ensued.

APPROVAL OF DOWN SYNDROME ASSOCIATION OF GREATER RICHMOND (DSAGR) EVENT SPONSORSHIP REQUEST:
Mr. Withers discussed the event sponsorship application request from the Down Syndrome Association of Greater Richmond. Committee members discussed various aspects of the application, including whether or not the Board has provided funding to the applicant in the past. Mr. Withers advised that the Board appropriates $10,000 annually to fund conferences/events and has not awarded any thus far, which was likely due to COVID-19. Ms. Beane inquired if the $1,500 request from DSAGR could be increased to the maximum allowable, which is $2,500, due to available funding. Mr. Withers advised the committee is able to make that recommendation if a majority are in favor of doing so. Mr. Cassady stated that even though the event will be held virtually, individuals that reside in areas of the state that do not have reliable internet access may be unable to participate. Mr. Withers advised that because the event is being held in a virtual platform, internet access would be needed in order to participate. Ms. Beane added that individuals should be able to access reliable internet via their local libraries. Ms. Lockwood made a MOTION to recommend that the full Board approve the sponsorship application from DSAGR in the amount of $2,500. This MOTION was SECONDED by Mr. Carrillo. The MOTION carried unanimously.

WRAP UP AND FUTURE MEETING TOPICS:
Mr. Withers referenced the Board’s new 2022-2026 state plan and solicited ideas from committee members for new RFPs and grant projects. Ms. Beane stated that in connection with the education objective, the Board could consider reaching out to the Just Children organization. Ms. Rudy added that dLCV could be a consideration for a grant project in the area of education and that the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) may be an entity to consider when funding grant projects in connection with the targeted disparity objective. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Vice Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:53 a.m.



