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Committee Members Present:		
Phil Caldwell
Dennis Findley
Samantha Hollins
Florence L. Jones
Rachel Loria
Deanna Parker
Eric Raff

Committee Members Absent:		Ann Bevan 
Parthy Dinora
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sarah Kranz-Ciment
Sarah Graham Taylor 

VBPD Staff Present:				Clare Huerta
Nia Harrison


CALL TO ORDER:
The Chair, Mr. Phil Caldwell, called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and briefly reviewed the meeting agenda.

SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES:
Mr. Caldwell asked for a review of the September meeting minutes. Ms. Samantha Hollins made a MOTION to accept the minutes. Ms. Rachel Loria SECONDED. The MOTION was passed unanimously.

REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING:
Mr. Caldwell provided a brief summary of the Executive Committee meeting. He noted that there was a budget update that would be discussed during the full Board meeting.

DISCUSSION OF POLICY VALUES:
Mr. Caldwell summarized changes to the draft Board policy values statement that was first reviewed in the September meeting. Mr. Caldwell asked for feedback from committee members.

Ms. Florence Jones recommended adding the phrase, “appropriate to their needs” at the end of the first sentence in the “Education” section. Mr. Findley agreed with this change. Ms. Hollins noted that the change restates an already existing requirement.

Mr. Dennis Findley expressed concern that the word, “risk,” in the phrase “dignity of risk,” was too strong. Some members shared this concern, and Mr. Eric Raff suggested replacing “risk” with “choice.” Other members expressed that it was important to retain the word “risk” to demonstrate acceptance of the national movement against paternalism. Members agreed to keep the phrase, “dignity of risk,” but to add quotations and an accompanying definition in the footnote to provide context for people who may not be familiar with the national movement.

Mr. Caldwell asked for a motion to recommend that the full Board approve the policy values statement, as amended. Mr. Findley made a MOTION. Ms. Loria SECONDED. The MOTION was passed unanimously.

PROJECT LIVING WELL UPDATE:
Ms. Nia Harrison provided updates on Project Living Well. Updates included data on website hits and report downloads. Ms. Harrison also discussed upcoming trend reports and progress on the plain language comics.

POLICY UPDATE:
Ms. Clare Huerta summarized recent public comments regarding Developmental Disability waiver rates and ending subminimum wage. She also summarized recent workgroup recommendations regarding the waitlist for, and virtual support provided through, the Developmental Disability waiver. Ms. Huerta and Ms. Harrison provided an overview of three new workgroups. Members asked several clarifying questions. Mr. Findley and Ms. Hollins noted that the recommendation to invest in innovation was vague, while Ms. Deanna Parker noted that the broad language provides flexibility.

Ms. Huerta also updated committee members on progress toward the 2022 policy assessments, including recent and upcoming activities. Ms. Jones recommended soliciting focus group members via NAMI because a lot of people with mental health diagnoses also have developmental disabilities. Mr. Caldwell noted that one challenge with partnering with NAMI is that their service population includes people who do not have developmental disabilities. Ms. Hollins noted that there has already been pre-filed legislation regarding the school to prison pipeline that Board staff should follow closely.

2022 LEGISLATIVE PREVIEW:
Ms. Huerta gave a brief preview of the 2022 legislative session, including key dates, Board activities, budget forecasts, and hot topics. Ms. Huerta also asked for feedback on what types of information members would like to be updated on throughout the legislative session. 

Mr. Eric Raff said that VDDHH will be monitoring a budget proposal for a deaf mentorship program and a LEAD-K bill. Mr. Findley noted two bills of interest regarding increasing the personal maintenance allowance and expanding eligibility for the medically needy spenddown to remove employment barriers.

DISCUSSION OF 2022 PAC TOPICS:
Mr. Caldwell asked members to share any topics that they would like to learn more about during the 2022 committee meetings.

Ms. Parker asked to present to both the Policy Advisory Committee and the full Board on the home- and community-based settings final rule. The presentation would introduce people to the rule and explain its purpose because many stakeholders appear to be unaware of, or opposed to, the rule. 

Mr. Raff expressed interest in hearing from the new Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer appointed by the incoming Governor. Specific topics of interest include language access. Mr. Caldwell asked if the June or September timeframe would work, especially given that Ms. Parker’s presentation might occur in March, and Mr. Raff said yes.

Ms. Jones shared her interest in exploring the crossover between developmental disabilities and mental health. Mr. Findley seconded this interest area. Mr. Caldwell said they could discuss this in more detail in 2022 to flesh out specific topics of interest. Ms. Parker said that the Department of Medical Assistance Services could talk about some new supports in place. Ms. Harrison noted that the disAbility Law Center of Virginia has done work on the appropriateness of treatment that people with disabilities receive in psychiatric hospitals. Ms. Loria responded, saying that the Law Center would be happy to speak to their work on co-occurring diagnoses. Mr. Caldwell noted challenges around training mental health clinicians, and the related need for workforce development. Ms. Jones noted that her son’s Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) team has no training on autism. 

Ms. Loria said the disAbility Law Center of Virginia could present on their Client Assistance Program.

ADJOURNMENT:
The Chair requested to end the meeting at 10:41 am. Mr. Findley made a MOTION. Ms. Loria SECONDED. The MOTION was passed unanimously.


